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CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY -« Clask Street at North Avenue, Chicago, lilinois 60614

March 4, 1981

Mrs. Klocke

Wheeling Historical Museum
251 North Wolf Road
Wheeling, Illinois 60090

Dear Mrs. Klocke:

Enclosed you will find information on the Crane family portrait.
I have also copied a photographed of the painting for you. I hope
it will help you in your research.
Again, I recommend you contacting the Registrar of Deeds Office
at the County office building in Chicago. They should have information

on the property, or at least will be able to tell you where to look next.

If we can be of any further assistance, please let us know.

Sincerely,

0livia Ma
Curatori

Decorative Arts

(312) 642-4600




CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Accession No 193414 ',

Negative No

Date__July 10, 1934

source  Gift of the Richard Teller Crane Family

gbject  Painting

Country United States

Painted in Chicago, Illinois

Date  and ifanitou, Colorado.
1875

Materiul 01l on canvas mounted on a bozrd. e

Artist or Maker Theodore . Pine (1828-1905)

Dimensions Frame:F: 7Y10-1/8" W:9'9-5/8€ondition  Good

Canvas:H:7'2" W:ig114n

Description "Conversation Portrait of the Zichard Teller Crane Femily."

ke composition of tke paintinz i1s in garden before a fountzin surrounded by

the parents and seven children.
ap to the house is at the rizht.

White stone stalrway with flower urn leading
To the left a landscape backzround of

zountains {probably Colorado) and a lake with a full length statue to the left.

Signed lower rizht: ™Pine, 1575."

Identification of the vortraits on other side of sheet.

Remarks )

the artist sketched this painting
in Chicago, then went to Manitou,
Colorado and settled near Pike's
Peak and worked on the painting
for a year. Fe then came to
fhiczzo and lived one winter

vith the Crane family,

2ichard Teller Crane paid

fteodore E. Pine $5,500.00
for this painting.

fee puthority File.
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ARTISTS ~ PINS, TEEODORE E. (1828-1905) _ _
BIOGPAPEY - CEADSOURNE, MRS. THOMAS LIXCOLN, JR. s
(EMILY CRANE) (1871-__ )
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BIOPRAPHY - cmm, CEARLES mcmm (2858-1939) ; é’r _
BIOGRAPEY - cmr* RICEARD TSLLER (1832-1012) ¥ &y
BIQGRAPHY = CRANE, IRS. RICEARD TELLER (MARY ok
PRENTICE) (1835-1885) o
BIOGRAPEY -~ CRAWE. RICHARD TELLER. JR. (1873-1931)  f{.¢°
BIOGRAPHY ~ GARTZ, MRS. ADOLPH FREDERIC (KATE v o
CRANE) (1865-1949) r

BICGRAPHY ~ LILLIE, MRS. FRANK RATTRAY (FRANCES
CRAVE) (1869- )

BIOGRAPEY - RUSSELL, MRS. EDYUND ALLEN (MARY v
CRANE) (1866-1954)
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About two miles northwest of Wheeling, Illincis is a ten acre tract of
orchard and meadowland, called Childerley. Motorists speeding by on McHenry
Road can scarcely see its small white sign, half hidden by trees and a tall
hedge.

In 1941 Mrs. Frank R. Lillie made a gift of Childerley to the Calvert
Foundation of Chicago to be maintained as a place for informal cooperative
co~educational retreats and conferences for students and alumni of the University
of Chicago.

There were several houses on the estate, so equipped that one could be
used as a dormitory for women and one for men. A smaller house could serve as
a caretaker's lodge. About fifty students could be accomodated at one time.

Most important of all there was a Simple, austerely beautiful chapel,
that would become the center and soul of Childerley. It was Mrs, Lillie's
thought that the simmlicity and seclusion of Childerley which she and her family
had enjoyed for week ends for about thirty years, would be a great boon to young
students often confused by the turbulent atmosphere of ciby or campus life,

Whether Mrs. Lillie had any real vision about it, or whether she had just
a vague sense of its being a good idea, can hardly be determined. Certainly
she mast have been insnired to thies generous move-~certainly she responded to
the insviration. There was need, how great no one realized, for this sort of
thing. There was a new use for buildings and setting that had outlived their
original plan and nurpose.

’ The develooment of Childerley, from a private estate into a unique place
of student retreat, of national and international significance cannot be told as

an orderly story. It grew too naturally for that. But because I have been

associated with Childerley as a student vroject from the beginning, the Trustees

of the Calvert Foundation of Chicago have recuested me to tell the story--the
story of God's Gentle Ways at Childerley.




One afterncon, about thinty-five years ago, Ellen Starr asked me to pick
her up at Hull House and drive her to Mrs. Lillie's.

"I think you're going to be invited to dinner," she sald.

And that is how I first met Mrs. Lillie. She and Ellen Starr had been

enthusiastic converts for only a few years. "ncle James," Dr. lLillie's invalid

uncle, was a more recent convert. The table conversation was very lively and
g;y, mostly concerned with spiritual reading for invalids, specifically a
comparigon of various editions of the Imitation of Christ. I had just found a
beautifully printed Episcopalian edition for a protestant friend.

"1 know that edition,® sald Uncle James. "The type is excellent,
particularly easy on failing eyes. But the larger type means larger pages, more
bulk, and makes it harder to hold the volume if you are reading in bed,."

And 3o the conversation went on,- until Dr. Lillie broke in with:

"What part of the chicken would you like, Miss Dormdat? I myself orefer

the pope'!s nosge.”
“fhat was the happy beginning of a delightful and inspiring friendship;
that was the prelude to this story.

-



BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT

Some day the life of Frances Crane Lillie should be written, It would be
the story of a gentle, self-effacing woman, of simple but exquisite taste;
generous, devout, insviring, daringly original; a devoted and very happy wife,

a wise mother, 2 warm and loyal friend. It was # great privilege to have known
her. It was 2 orivilege to listen to her, as now and again over a cup of tea,
somewhat cavriciously, she would recall a particular event in her past life,
assuming that her listener would know the precise chronological spot where

it belonged. From such bits it would be difficult to compose a factual biography--
but even in these bits the spirit and motivation of her life may be clearly

discerned.

I remember her. telling me, one afternoon, of the time when she, as a
little girl, had overheard a conversation gbout a very voor family that lived
not far from her home on the west side.

She was terribly distressed at the story and was eager to do something
about it. (She was always eager!) In the pantry she found a market basket, and
when no one was lookin~, she filled it with bread, fruit and cookies and whatever
else she could find, and carried the basket to the poor woman's house. A very
surprised person opened the door. Frances Crane left the basket and ran away as
fast as she could. As she lay in bed that night she was keot awake with the
worry of it and wondered how lon: she would have to keep it up. Would it work
if she tried to do it again? Presently a gentle sleep lifted the burden from her
childish soul.

* But her symnathy for the poor and the suffering remained with her always.

When Frances Crane was fifteen years old she was permitted to help take care of
her mother during her last illness. She thought then of becoming a trained

mirse. In the late BO's she was very interested in the new experiment of Hull
House. The two founders, Ellen Starr and Jane Addams became her close friends

for the rest of their lives. It was a very dynamic friendship that found much

satisfaction in coonerative doi g



Most of Mrs. Lillie's philanthropies were quiet and unadvertized.
Since many of them belong to the time before I knew her, I shall confine myself
t0 those of her later years with which I was in some way concerned.

I think an eagerness to help those in affliction and sorrow may have
been a contributing motive for her study of medicine. She would help those
who needed it. She wanted specifically to help the blind. After she received
her doctor's degree she asked counsel from one of her professors.

"You don't know enough about the eye," he told her. "Why don't you
go to Woods Hole, for further study?" #

"And in 1894 Frances Crane went to Woods Hole to study embryology
with Dr. Frank Rattray Lillie. She promptly fell in love with him and married
him the following year," said Mrs. Lillie to me in the summer of 1943, as she
pointed out the window of Dr, Lillie's classroom at Woods Hole. She never
actually practiced medicine. The turn of the century found Dr, and Mrs. Lillie
in Chicago, Dr. Lillie now on the faculty of the University of Chicago. They
soon began to take an active part in the intellectual, civic amd religious life
of the community.

If, as happened somewhat later on, strikers needed moral support and
financial assistance Mrs. Lillie was always ready. This I found out on one
surprising afternoon when she gave me an old blue scrap book.

"You might like to have this," she said.

It was very interesting to pore over the yellowed clippings from news-
papers from all over the country, about the strikes of the winter of 1915, A
devotéh friend had compiled the book for Mrs. Lillie as a personal ;ppreciation

of courtesies she had received from her. I read glowing accounts of Mrs, Iillie's

# A cooperative research center on Cape Cod maintained by distinguished
scientists for advanced research in Biclogy. Dr. Lillie came to Woods Hole
in 1891 as a student. He became instructor, member of the Board of Trustees,
Director. He kept up his association with Woods Hole in some capacity or

other until his death in 19L7.



defense of the garment workers striking. She and Ellen Starr had been peacefully
picketing. The vpolice arrested Ellen Starr and not at first, Mrs. Iillie, whom
they recognized even in her habitually simple attire as "the daughter of Richard T.
Crane, Chicago's most prominent iron master," Mrs. lillle was indignant. She

had been quite as active as Ellen Starr. The police did finally pick her up

"for resisting an officer," tut she was not in custody very long.

It was interesting to note from those old newspaper poqtraits of
Mrg. Lillie, that her taste in dress was as.simple then as now. She once told
me, almost boastfully that she had never had a lace curtain on any of her
windows.

Perhaps the most significant and pgesumably the most permanent of her
works grew out of a short lived Agricultural Guild which Professor William Hill
established at the University of Chicago in about 1907. To Dr. and Mrs. Lillie
it seemed to afford an opportunity for their children "to learn country life in
a practical way," and perhaps it would furnish a vocation for their foster sons.®

Accordingly the Lillies acquired 600 acres of excellent farm land, on
the banks of Buffalo Creek, near Wheeling, Illinois,

It is significant that Dr. and Mrs, Lillie were named Frank and
Frances. They had 2 real Franciscan love for flowers, fruit, animals and trees.
I think too, they loved his "Lady Poverty." When they bought the farm, that
their children might come to know God's country creatures, there was a log cabin

on their land, built perhaps in 1825. Mrs. Lillie called it the First Little
House--it is now called the Bethlehem Chapel.

# Dr. and Mrs. Lillie had four daughters. "It!'s a great blessing to have an
afflicted person around," said Mrs. Lillie. When they took three boys into
their family they chose one who was blind.



In a spirit of reverence for early settlers who had had to cut down
trees to build a home, Mrs. lillie converted the log cabin into a chapel and
dedicated it to St. Francis in the Orchard. Ellen Starr and Mrs. Lillie spent
many hours on week ends praying together in the log cabin chapel. They equipped
it with an altar, made by a neighboring craftsman, they bought Catholic holy
things, at Benziger!s for the Episcopal Bucharist Service vwhich was occasionally
held out there by Father Hopkins. Together they recited the Divine Office, in
the Marquess of Bute English translation. Friends and neighbors c;me to the
little chapel, to be married, to pray.

The two friends wrote and read and talked about religion so much that
they finally prayed themselves and each other into the Catholic Church; Ellen
in the spring of 1920, (her spiritual oddyssy.was published in the Catholic
World in 192}4) and Mrs. Lillie, under the direction of the great Englis lay
theologian Baron von Higel, in the fall of the same year, while she was on a
visit to England, Some of the correspondence between Mrs, Lillie and Baron
von Higel was privately printed in 1925,

Almost immediately after their conversions Mrs. Lillie became a
Franciscan Tertiary and Ellen Starr an Oblate of St. Benedict. Presently,

in complete and merciful ignorance of canon law, Mrs. lLillie budlt a more
enduring chapel of brick close to the little log cabin. The log cabin altar
was brought into it and Monsignor Shannon gave Mrs. Lillie an altar stone.

Here are some excerpts from historical notes which Dr. Iillie once

Al

Jjotted down for me concerning the early days on the farm.



CHILDERLEY, meaning Children's Meadow, and a farm on
the banks of Buffaloc Creek, were bought by Frances Crane Lillie
and her husband, Dr. Prancis Lillle, in 1907 with the intention
of using the site as a retreat for their family.

Both were biochemists and protestant. Mrs. Lillie was the
daughter of the owner of the Crane Plumbing Corporation and an
activist in social causes. She was a friend of Ellen Starr who,
along with Jane Addams, founded Hull House. Lillie and Starr
picketed together in 1915 during the garment workers' strike
and together they converted to catholicism, It followed natural-
ly that Lillie soon hegan using the farm as a home for widows
and orphans of the Crane Corporation employees., She constructed
cabins, cottages and a school.

The original chapel on Childerley Farm was a log cabin con-
structed around 1834 - 18%6 which Mrs. Lillie moved from its
original location on what is now the Arlington Country Club Golf
Course in 1910 for that purpose. The nature-loving Lillies
dedicated the log cabin as the "Chapel of St. Francis."

In 1926 a small brick chapel and library was built and
the wooden altar plece was moved into it from the log cabin
chapel. The two buildings were connected by an old fashioned
walled garden. Recently the log cabin had to be demolished
after efforts to wall it in and preserve it failed.

When Lillie could no longer manage the Crane Fund on the
estate, she pensioned the widows and children and sold the place
in which they had lived to the Servite Sisters for the Addolorata
Villa, a convalescent home. The original cottages still stand
on the property.

Later the property, now known as Childerley Park, was
donated to the Calvert Foundation, an affiliate of the University
of Chicago. The foundation used the area as a retreat for Catho-
lic students and constructed two homes to house them. One, St.
Joan's House, still stands and is used for Wheeling Park Dis-
trict cultural programs and pre-school classes.



In the 1970's, the Calvert Foundation decided to sell the
property and in 1977, roughly 12 acres of the Childerley pro-
perty were purchased by the Wheeling Park District.

The brick chapel, built in 1926, was in need of restoration
and became a project of the Wheeling Historical Society. The
work of the Childerley Committee of the Soclety was directed by
its chairperson, Alberta Klocke. She spent about six months
researching the project and was well equipped to direct the
volunteer workers who were members of the Wheeling Park Board
and their families as well as members of the Historical Society.
They stripped and stained woodwork, simulated stained glass

windows, painted walls, refinished pews and kneelers, etc. A
fund of $3%,100 was raised by Historical Society members, mainly
through brat and beer festivals, to finance the restoration.

When the work was completed in June, 1981, the Chapel
was rededicated as the Lorraine E. Lark Chapel of the Orchard
in honor rof the former Park District Commissioner who spear-
headed the drive to protect Childerley from development and
possible destruction., She died of hepatitis in September, 1981
after serving on the Park Board for 13 years, eight of them as
president. She was also a charter member of the Historical
Society.

Originally a Catholic chapel, it now is ecumeniceal, having
symbols of Catholicism, Protestantism and Judaism., 1%t holds a
congregation of 35 and it is hoped that it will be used for
small weddings or other ceremonies or meetings. Volunteers
will keep it open on Sundays from 1:00 until 5:00 p.m.



The Crane Fund for Widowg and Children
Written by Frank R, Lillie

Quite early in the history of Duffalo Creel: Farm lMrs, Lillie began the care
of widowe ond their children at the farm, Fer this purposc six cottages were erected
in 1910 on the Forth Farm in threc groups of two sach. lirs, Lillle 13 sistor (s,
E.A, Russell) contributed the cost of one poir of thosc cottages, Provisions were
alao rmde for water supply, sewers, and dralnage of land,

Previocus to this action the undertaldng iad been a matter of serious
discussion between Mrs, Lillie and her friend Elsabeth Port as a result of which
¥iss Port, then 2 teacher of ldndergarten grodes in Chiecago, agreed to under-
teke supervision of the work, In return for this lrs, Lillie agrecd to insure
Miss Port, independence and enable her to carry out her personal plan of odopt-
ing and bringing up children., l!dss Port was engoged in 1910 on salary asg super-
intendent of the work, In 1911 MMdas Portls mother, then principal of a gramer
grade school in Chicepo, was also engaged to aid in the work, In 1917 Mrs, Lillie
deeded an acre of land on the present property of the Calvert Foundation to lMiss
Port together with the red brick home built in 1912 which wes occupied by Miss
Port, her adopted children and her mother for many years,

It will be seen that Mrs, Lillie assumed at first personal responsibility

for this work, MNer father become interested, as the following extracts from one
of his letters will show:

Pnsadena, California, April 17, 1911

lste par‘. UClad you have joined the church,® (Episcopnl)

2nd, par, "I am also glad to kmow that your mind is mostly occupied in trying
to do some good in the worldd,.®

®l think you will get far more happiness trying to do good in the world than you
will if you think of nothing hut your own selfish enjoyment",

3rd, par, "I an SOTYYV ¥ou are hovins se mmieh frewbla yrith your chardtable work
out on the fo.rm?, 1t rou rmst not let these troubles affect you at all, Go

right along as if nothing had happened and carry the thing out, Of covrse, I am




ocdy to helpyou at any time you nced anything of me, I am exccedingly anxious to
have this idea worked out and soe what cen be made of it, as I think it is the most
important charity that I know of, But you want to be_ce.x"eﬁﬂ you dontt work too
hard ond neglect your family in doing thls sort of thing, This you certainly
cannot afford to do,®

Shortly after his death in Junuary 1912 his sons Charles R, and Richaxd T,
Jr. announced the establishmont of an endovment for a fund to support the work, to
be kmovn ag the Crane Fund for Wideirs and Children; but the deed was nt;t executed
until june 11, 1914, In the meantime they furnished funds for uilding and
operation on on enlarged scale, In 1617 Mrs, 1dillie deeded 32 acres of land north
of the ke llenry roed to the Fund together with allb improvenent on it, It is not
clear when the name "Childerloy" was first used, but in Wheeling it applied to the
establishment for the widows and children originally, The name vas borrowed from
that of oan English village. It means children's meadov,

liss Port and lirs, Port gerved together as superintendents until Miss Portts
death in 1926, In 1920 lirs, Larkin was appointed superintendent, ' Ih 1935 Mre. Lillie
became seriously i1l, and could no longer take an active personal part in the affairs
of tho establishment, Mrs. Larkin served until the work of the Crane Fund at
Childerley in Wheeling was terninated in 1939,

In the gpring of 1940 the 32 ncres of Wheeling property of the Crane fund
wes gold to the Servants of Mary for e Convalescent liome for women, They toock
the mamo "Addolorata Ville,¥ The Cranc Pmd hns gince contimed to operate in
Chicago from the olfices of Crane Company nnder new trustees, as a strictly

Crane Company affoir,
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Dr, Lillie suppiied these further notes and d:cies to accompany the map of Catholic

Childexley.

No, 1 ®The Pirst Little louse.® This log cabin was situated on the South

Farn vhen ve acquired it in 1907, Presumbly it was the first living house

onitbat property, tut was being used as o pig~pen, Mrs, Iillde decided to

preserve it and it vms removed to its present site in 1910, and repaired,

Shortly after the walled garden attached to it (Mo, 2) was set out,

Nos, 3 "The Friedrick von Hifgel Librury® wes built in 194041,

Ho, . "The Chapel of St. Francis in the Orchard® was built in 1927, / "qﬂ"“““'
o 154, Joanls wmg bgil't in 1912 for Miss Port and was purchased back

from her estate in 1940, .

Hos 6 "The Solitary® was built in 1930,

o, 7. "St, Jeromc's,® The north part wns built before 1908, and we used it as

residence for the farm superintendent umtil 1911 when we made e larger
taddition™ to it including the porches, The Lillie family used it
occagionally until the viwle was modernized in 1941,
The preceding dates are merely factuuly, a sort of skeleton, F.C,L.
add flegh and spirit to it, Perhaps she vill do so,
S I RN 330 S 130230 BRI SIS DI 330 E 003 S S04 0 S0 S S0 DI I8 3
When I asked Mrs. Lillie for some biographical notes about herself
she gald, very quietly:
¥Industry can never restore a life, but indusiry can try to atone,®

Then she sent mo the following notes:

conld
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Written Ly Frances ©, Lillie

As far back as I cen remember I was full of fears. 1 do not kmow wiy it
happencd, becavse I had a younger and smaller sister vho was and still is a very
fearlcss person. We hné turglars breaking intoe owr house several times, and that
did not help mmch, It must have impressed upon me the desirability of a home to
protect or;e, and bic brothers and a father who were hoasted of & great deal but
never geamed to see the necessity of going forth to mget my enemles, I can feel
in my throet nov the sobs and the shouting, "Wou just wait watil my father and
biz brothers came home! They are vigger than your father and brothers, and
then you'll secel®

Loulse Alcottts WLittle Men" very early become the Tible of my childhood, The
home described in thot book was even nor< wonderful and beautiful in my eyes than
y ovm home, Thore was not onlv nroteetion, bui there wms & warmth about the
family affection thot I felt wes locking in my own home, The big brothers and
sisters who felt it necessary to make up for 'hat they considered parental laxity
in a vigilant watchfulness for shorteomings in t-héir younger sisters and brother,
the very busy father, and & mother vho was affectiomate btut worn and frail with her
Tamily duties, made me seize iith great interest on the family described in "Iitile
Men," vhere all peoplc were gy and bright and kind, It was the type of home that
I cerried in ny wind throeugh 1ife,

But loolkdng out into the dark from th: windows of owr house, and reading
the newspapers, soon made me realize thet there were litle childrenwho Ind no
such protec‘l':ion, and I bepan %o make plans to £ind those children and te.lae care
of them, It was very much on my mind all through ry c¢hildhood and during
adolescence, whon I discovered there were older boys and girls who had to go to
work, Then I planned to take them in, too, I remember that the sun rose one

ming before I had gone to sleep, having been awake ali night planning thelr homes,

] O




Then as I grew up and had a fanily of iy oom I realized that there were mothers
¢ were not protected in their homes, and vhen I lmew Jane Addans I heard of the widows
vho hed to work all night scrubbing f£loors of the great office buildngs, going home to
take care of their children day times., That was rore irpressive than enything else
to me, naturally,

After while we bought a farm on the northern odge of Cook County and when I
accumulated a 1little monay I beran to take widovws ond children in and build some
cottages for them there, It wes o very happy expericnce, and very mxh like
"Little len,™ because in "Little Men" the children had 2 nice, cc.mi'ortable mrsge
vho took care of them, bendaged up their injuries, gave them medicine, and tucked
them in a warm bed, That is a lovely dream, and we were able to do that for these
mothers, It was on a larger scale, but the ideo was the same, They were all mothers
and children who were victims of our industrial system, the fathers having been killed,
Yo 1ived a very happy life together, and £fimally the work was cndowed by ry brothers

. we were ahle to expand and have & more and more interesting 1ife, Sometime they
would say, "It!s like leaven®, and it seemed like Feuvon and to lave so many little
children and rothers all mine}

After thirty ycars the new Doard of Trustees of the Crane Mund for Widows and
Children decided that it ias imore practical anml more democratic to move the mothers
and children to the outskirts of the city, Ther began their lives in the center of
the city and were returned to its outskirts, There were many advantoges in tint
systen, but I wes cut off from it completely by ill health vhich terminated my
connection with them, How the little cottages and the schoolhouse are in the hands
of -the Servite Sisters,and across thc street our house, with two other houses
and +he chopel, have been tummed over to the Cathiolic students of the University
of Chicago,

t is a comforting thoughit to ne,
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L _Jrent TAFPC AL CALVERT CLUB,

In the early tuentics a weekly revieuw called the Commonveal, wus launched in
How York by ley Catholic intelleeivals, The rublishers called themselves Calvert
Associctes, in honor of the first Catholic colonizers of this country =~ vho had
with them 2 vigorovs scense of tolerance and relirious liberty, lMembers of the
Comuonweal gtaff founG it wise and jrofitabl: to meet their subscribers personally
on occasi::mal goodwil) or promotional tours., When they came to Chieago the locel
subscribers vould mset thege WCalvert Associutesz™ at dinner - ususlly in a dowvntown
hotel, Out of there occasionnl dinners therc evolved a very informal prganization
quite naturally calied tle Chicago Calvert Club, There were similar Calvert
Clubs in New York endDoston, Ellen Starr and krs, Lillie, Judge (irton and
Judge McGoorty and the Doniats belonged to it., So did Sara Benedieta OtlMNeil
of 5t, Benet's Iibrary - thon culled the Calvert Library and lrs, Wn, P, Coughlin,
Professor Jerome G, Kerwin recently appointed to the Departrent of Political
Scicnece at the University of Chicago beeame president of the Celvert Cleb of
Chicago., Raphael Foran wog the secretary,

One of the. eorly merbers vas Jim Gestin,now Fathrr Columbe C,5.B, of
Washingten, D.C., 2lso Cherles iR, tic Coy - Ph, D.now Falher Mc Gov, Head of
the Department of Politics ot the Catholic Univorsity, Weshington, D.C, and
Fother Vincent Flymn latc president of tleCollere of 3t, Thoms in St. Paul,

When a particularly fine sclolar came to toum in those days Dr, Kerwin vould
invite his roung Cathiolic stuvdent fricnds s the University to share the
intellectual experience, We soon called these yoimg people, our giests, "The
Campus Calveric" - our younger brethven,

In the spring of 1929 Father Z,A.l, Brosscau of Monireal, came to Chicago
to spend a long convalescencc vith his old friends, the Donistfamily, The
Chicago Calvert Club wee in f£ull swing, }ra, Iillie and Ellen Starr, Dr, Kerwin
and Judge ard lirs, ke Goorty and the Doniats all met thore - and, of course,
their g-est, Father Brossea:, When altor onc of the meetinsgs Mrs, Lillie askod

Father Drosscen to svy llss in her little chapel ot Gidlderley, ke s having pere

ta
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missior to sey less in the diocese, qvite naturally consented, (n April 20, 1929,
the Doniots, Ellen Starr and Mrs. Lillie trecked out to Childerley for a first, hut,

as we leter learned, vnauthorized and uncanonical Childerley lass! &

With the advent of the larger and more publicized Carroll Fomsmin the fall
of 1937 ’ the Calvert Club downtown quietly subsided, The Campus Calverts however,
(There was no Newman Club, no Catholic chaplain at the University of Chicago)
grev in stature and earnestness ond became the orpanization of Catholic students
on campug. dJerome G, Kerwin became their officisl sponsor and facvlfy representative,
Dr. Kerwin had come to Chicago rich in the experience of a comradeship between
professors and students promoted in the Dartmouth Outing Association of his
Alqn Mater, It was his convietion that the Calvert Club wvould benefit irmeasurably
from informal coeducational weck-end conferences in the country, Many matters that
puzzle young students can be clarified in conversations, matters that might be teo
long ard too involved for confession,
When Dr, Kerwin attended an outing of a committee on a religlous education
on the campus at Druce lake, Illinois, 1t had not boen easy to find Mass within taxi
distance, Was there not somewhere a country chapel for Sunday Mass? 1 remombered
the lovely chapel in which Father Brosseau had said Mags for lirs, Lillie five years
before; we asked Mrs, Lillie whether we might bring out the Campus Calvert Club to
Childerley for a weckeend, She was most pleased and had us as her guests for the
Tirgt coeducational conforence of Catholic students, at Childerley in May 193Z,
The children of the Crane Compony widows doubled up and made room for Dr, Kerwin
and the boys, I took the girls to Mrs, Lillie's house, So far s we know it was
not only the first Catholic cooperative and coeducationcl conference of that sort
to be held at Childerley, but perhaps it was really the first one to be held}
¥Strange things can happen when good lay people have initiative, but ingufficient
information] Bverything at Childerley is nou in excellent ecclesiastical order under
the supervision of lonsignor Joseph D, Connerton, senior Catliolic chaplain of the

University of Chicago,
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Fathor Arthvr Kleiber C,S.3,R. a converted Jew, ceme out as chaplain, It was

an amazing expericnce, We hod discussions and lectures and guestions, The topics
that came up were as catholic as the Church, I remember especially Exorcism and

the Spirituality of the Soul, The questions concerning Lxorcism went on so long

that fix;allg' a priest visitor exclaimed, "This is getiing too spooky for me® and

in a glorious voice he sang, "The Man on the Flring Tropeze", which cut shart an

argvment that mipht otherwise have lasted all night, We spent two fyll and happy
days together - driving into Wheeling for our neals,

It took o good dezl of plonning -~ Henry Eugene Patricl, wes the first
student president of the Galvert Club, lie had vision, enthusiasm, a fine
liturgical sense and much common sense, His influonce is still felt in Childerley
traditions and customs, It was trememdously worthwhile,

Cne of the girls sald to me, years afiterwurd, alfter se had becone a Grail
Leader, "I never lmew ] was a Catholic wuntil I went out to Childerley that first
time,. "

Very gehtly the Ioly Spirit led us, Uercifvlly jfgmorant were we kept of
subscavont developments and responsibilitics. We had ne vision of what would
grow ont of that first comradely Catiolic weck-end at Childerley.

HWe tried to repeal the experiment, some months later, The students were
enthusiastic, But the priest who had promised to go out with us found thet
something unforseen would prevent his going, There followed three barren years,
until Father Timothy Sparks O,P, came out with us in ¥ay, 1937, He had recently
established a University chapter of Dominican Tertiaries at the Churh of St.
Thoruis the Apostle, and this was the occasion of a sort of semi-retreat of the
Tertiories and their friends, Thrt event marked a new era, Priests vwho were
members of religious orders now came out, with the approval of their superiors,

There were six such occasions -~ all very quietly accomplished - each one of
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greet significance for the almost unshepherded CGatholic students at the Univerait}y.
Father Arthur Kelley,S.J. came in Hovember, 1937, Father James leyer, C.F,ll. in
Mey, 1938,

That was a vonderful week-end, that third one, Besides Father "Jimmie"
Meyer :md‘ Pather Wm, Bergin, C,S,V,, Fathor John W,R, kaguire, C,S.V., the great
Vz:atori.an labor priest* came out and so did Louis Budenz, who was still a
Commumnist at that time, We were all under tle big box elder tree, listening,
spell bound, from two o'clock until gix, on that lky afternoon to theil dis-
cussions of the Catholic Church, Labor, Comumism, Mr, Budenz spoke very
graciously of "Comrade lundelein” and of "Comrade Roosevelt," Professor Waldermar
Gurian of Notre Dame was there and Winston Ashley and his dear friend Leo Shiclds,
Winston and Leo had becn enthusiastic commmnists in their early student doys at
the University, Not very many vears later Father Ashley said a Pominican lMass
for Leo, who had become a devoted servant of our Lady, andhad given his 1ife
for his country, in France, Our first Calvery Club martyr wos a former
Cormmist}

From that time on we went out to Childerley in May and in November, cour
ageous priests studring at the University came out with us: Father Geoge Dunn,
S5.J.y and Father Rigney, S,V,D, Both eventually received their doctors?' degrees
at the University of Chicago, Father Rigney sibsequently became President of
the Catholic University of Peiping. After his arrest and imprisonment by the
Corrmmnigts, vividly described in his beok he was appointed provincial of the
S,V.D. 13 in‘Ehgla.nd. Father Edward Mangan .a great seripture scholar came.to
vs agein and again,

*I1linois Labor organizetions recently contributed to a chapel in memory of
Father liaguire at the new Viatorian Hovitiate at Arlington Heights, Dlinois,
not far from Childerley,
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TRANSITION

The Crane Fund for Widows and Children was becoming more than Mrs.
LIillie herself could direct. She had had a terrific illness, and her good
friends, the Ports, had died.

I called on Mrs. Lillie one afternoon during this illness, which
had involved serious surgery.

‘ "What do you think of St. Ignatius water?" she asked me.

"Itm not very interested in many of these special devotions,” 1
answered, "Why do you ask?" .

HBecause this afterncon an old laundress of Ellen S$tarr's came to
see me. She was a poor woman of rreat faith and generosity. The Catholic
Church is very wise and kind, to take water, the most 'available thing there is,
and asking God to bless it, make this common-thing precious. This precious
thing the poor woman brought to me, this afternoon. A nriest.'had prayed over
it.-she had prayed over iti T1'm not laying it on the onen wound, btut I am
saturating some cotton with the water of St. Ignativs. I'm touching it, praying B
St. Ignatius to intercede for me,"

A convert was giving a cradle Catholic an unforgettable instruction
on sacramentalsl

There had been some indications.that the Crane Company widows, now
about a dozen or so, might like to live near their old friends, some indication

oo that in an almost manless settlement of about seventy people there would be

1little opportunity for marrying againl
. And so it was planned to give un Childerley as a community, and use

the Crane Fund to nension the widows and children in suburbs of Chicago, or
near their old homes. The special spot called Childerley, where the widows

had lived, was sold to the Servite Sisters for a convalescent home.

I was with Mrs. Lillie at the last Childerley May party in 1939.
After the party was over she asked me to come into the chapel with her. We
prayed ¢quietly, she wept quietly and then turned to me and said, "Can this be
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the end?" Those past thirty years had been very important in her life.

"No, it can't be the end," I answered, but I hardly knew what I
was saying.

On October 2, 1939, Cardinal Mundelein died.

The seventh Childerley student conference was held on November Lth
of that same year. It was a Day of Recollection conducted by Father George
Dunne, S.J., recently arrived at the University of Chicago to nrepare for
his Doctor's degree in International Relations,

Most of the Crane Company families had alreadv left. The University
students brought their own food this time. It was a great day.

A month later in December 1939, Mrs, Lillie offered five acres and
the tuildings on the south side of McHenry Road to the Catholic students of
the University of Chicago. Her remodeled farm house would take care of boys—-
Miss Port's house would be the dormitory for girls. A caretaker would occupy
the Solitary and God would come to dwell with His neorle in the tiny chapel,
now connected by a library wing with the walled garden and "The First Little
House." It took about a year and a half to work out the detalls of establish-
ing the Calvert Foundation of Chicago, which would hold the title to these acres
and buildings. '

How this came about will be described in a subsequent chapter.
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LET ALL BE SONG AND REJOICING AND FESTAL MELODY

On December 22, 1939, Mrs. lillie called me on the telephone. Mrs.
1illie's calls were apt to be surprising. You could never predict what would
occur to her next, but you did know it would be unique and beautiful. She was
sensitive about following the gentle lead of the Holy Spirit, and fearless.

"Do you know what I'm poing to do with Childerley?" she asked.

"I certainly don't know."

"I'm going to give it to you. I'm going to give it to you amd Dr.
Kerwin for the Catholic students of the University of Chicago. Y?u‘re not
afraid of coeducation--youtve dealt with it all your life in the public
schools and Dr. Kerwin won't be afraid of it. He's had coeducational classes
at the University for fifteen years. I'm giving Childerley to the two of you
to msnage for the Catholic students of the Un.iversity." That was a thunder-
bolt‘l I'm not sure what I answered--I'm quite sure I never said "thank you."

When I had partially recovered from the shock I wrote an air mail

gpecial delivery to Dr. Kerwin, who was in Albany for the Christmas holiday.
"We don't dare not take on this that God is giving us to care for, d we?

We can't throw out a baby laid on the doorstep, can we?"

Early in January 1940, Archbishop Stritch of Milwaukee was appoirt ed
to the Chicago Archdiocese.#

On his return to Chicago in Jamuary, Dr. Kerwin took counsel from
Catholic Alumni, from the Catholic students on campus, and from other public~
spirited and generous Catholic laymen. In February 1940 Dr. Kerwin met the
Chicago Archbishop-elect in Milwaukee. He told him of the great epifiemic of

converts on the campus of the University of Chicago. He probably did not tell

*# I met a distinguished prelate shortly zfter the announcement. "How are we
going to like our new Ordinary?" I asked him. "Five years from now you will

say the kindest man in the world is our Archbishopi" It didn't take us five
years to say that.
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hin thet he, at this tire himself, was being called "tlie Pope of the lidway,®

"We ghall have much work to do together, Dr, Kerwin, when I get down to
Chicago," Archbishop Stritch said to him at parting, After that I sent the
Archbishop some Bodek pictures and a little account. of the seven meetings and
retreats of the Calvert Club that had been held at Childerley, Ile responded
with mich interest and courtesy, Archbishop Striteh wag installed in the
Cathedral of th:e Holy Hame, in Chicago on March 7, 1940, On August 14, 1940,
the Archbishop invited Prestdent [futchins, lortimer Adler and Dr, Kemn to
dine at his home on Horth State Street,

About three months later, on Hovember 5th, 1940 the Archbishop received a
smol) group of University students whom I brought to him in hie home, He vas
most Jdind and graclous. "You are my Benjardns," he said to them, Defore we
left he took us all into his private chapel to pray. No one will ever forget
that exquisite hour,

Fronm then on therc were many consultations and committee meetings, At a
Iluncheon at the Quandrangle Club on Saturday, December 14ith, 1940 a small group
decided to organize as the Calvert Foundation of Chicamo, to hold title to
Childerley, After this luncheon Dr. Kerwin and I called on lirs, Lillie and
told her the nare of the new organization, There were more meetings and
deliberations. On May 1, 1941 the Calvert Foundation of Chicage was finally
chartered as a non-proflt organizetion under the laws of the State of Illinois,
On Sunday, Moy 3, 1941, Feast of the Finding of the Holy Crosa, Father George
Dunne, Se.J, dedicated the grounds and the houses and chapel to the service of
God, It was a wonderful Calvert Club week-end, The young people out did
themselves in song and liturgy, Professor Yves Simon, then of Hotre Dame
University, now on the faculty of the University of Chimgo spoke, The
Servants of Mary who had only recently moved into their nev quarters - the

former Crane Company holdings ~ prepared (for Mrs, Lillie)‘a wonderful tea
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After the lovely May dedication of Childerley and after they key ring cerenony,

jthings began to happen., With rmch joy and holy enthusiasm members of the Calvert

Club went to St, Paul, at the end of the same monih, to atiend the ordimation of

the first Calvert Club priest, Charles M.R, MeCor, a Partmouth graduvate, a

special friend of Dr, Kerwint's, had spent four years at the University of Chicago

in the Department of Political Science, As socn as he lnd finished his work for

his Ph, D,, he entered the St, Paul Seminary; bul he kept up his Chicago associations,

Iiis first Solemn lass was in the Church of St, Thomas the Apostle, his first Mass

breakfast in Ida Hoyes Hall a* the University of Chicaro with Jerome Kerwin ard

lortimer Adler as speakers, Father lcCo;- is al present lead of the Departmont of

Politics at The Cothelic Universit:-, Washington, D,C.

Enthugisgm for Childerley grew as the sense _of ownership vas intengified,

Why not more conferences than twice a year? Perhaps one ever:y quarter? How

about the swmer quarter? Je it remembered, this is student enthusiasm (some of

the stiudents were Catholic priests); there was not yet a resident Catholic

chaplain, Accordingly, the first summer conference waes organized, There vere

sore older studente and some professors at tie conference, The lectures were

interesting, bul the wecther wns *ot. Cn Saturday afternoon, July 26th, with

the thermometer at 102° - Dr, John U, lief spoke on the Concept of ILiberal Education,

in the large conference room in St, Joenls, After the firet hour we made a short

pause, Then we went out on the screened porch of 5t, Joan's house for he second mrt

of hls dissertation, I should have said ecarlior vwhat Mrs, Iillie had said in giving vs

Childerley ~ "Tho girl4? housc will be Doniat liouse - tho boys! Kerwin House," to which

of course, we had each said "NOJ"  But when we came out to the May dedication Mrs, Lillie

showed me the gigns in clear print, neiled to each house, St, Joan'!s House and St, Jercmels

House, respectively. "You can't change that,” she said and smiled as one who had had her

way!$

That July Sunday was as warm csSaturday had been, Toward evening Mrs,




and reception to follow the religious services, All the countryside was there,
I don't know tiat the day has ever been adequately described, but the orchard
was all abloom and the long line of singing Calvert Club students - the sisters
and visiting priests in the procession ~ were recorded by many an amateur Kodak,
It all seemed unbelievable,

The deed was turned over to the Calvert Foundation on Jume 12, 1941 in the
living room of Mrs, Lillie's house on Kenwood Avenue, In my property room at
Senn High School I found a great ten inch iron key rxing which a gtudemt had once
given me when his janitor father had a new gset of locks made for his btnilding,

I took off the old keys and fastened the iventy-three keys of Ch'ilderley on to
the irpressive ring. I took it out to show Mrs. Iiilie - Dr, Lillie was there
and Jerome Kerwin and Poter Kelleher, the first President of theCalvert Foundae
tion, Mrs, Lillie was rmch amsed at the ring, then she grew gerious, "Give
it to rme" she said, She slipped the ring onto her right arm - "Now, give me
your right hand," She held my hand for a moment, then she ~lide the ring off
her arm and on to mine, "It!s yours to look after from now on%, she said, It
wag a sort of mystic ceremoney « poignant and very like lMrs, Lillie,

"And vhat will you call the place now?" Dr, Iillie asked,

"Childerley, a nev Childerley, That will keep an historical conneetion
with what went on here, before,"

I think everyone was pleased,




Dudd-, care to me - "Edvard, (Professor Duddy was in the Department of Buying at
the University) and I heven't stripped our bed, Johanmn, It's getiing cooler and
more comfortable now - it will still be hot in Chicago ~ could we perhaps spend
the night out here?®

"Why of course, that would be fin,"™ The idea became contagious,

RIf you let us steyr, welll say Mess for you, tomorrov morning," said one
Franciscan priest from Quebec, studying at thelniversity that summer and one
Jeguit from St, Louis (now president of St. Louis University), Inste.a.d of six
of us, who had planned to stay and clean up after the guests had gone - there
were twenty for the night, for the two Masses and for breckfast, In spite of
the heat the first summer conference had been a great success and every one
was relaxed ancd happy and a little gay.

That Sunday ovening we all sat out under the big box eclder tree,

"If you're gpending the nighi, you'll all have to earn yowr bed and bonrd,”
I said, "Mrs, Lillie has named the houses, Lut you'll all help nare the roomg
tonighte Let us begin with St. Alphonsis, The first priest who came to give
us a conference was Father Arthur Leiber, C.S.S.R., son of St, Alphonsus, at
the suggestion of his superior, our dear friend, the late Father Augustine Zeller,
C.5.5.R,, then rector of the ledemptorist Serinary at Oconomowoc, Wisconsin,

PArd one room for St, Dominic" said Jerome Kerwin, prior of the IIT
Order Chapter at the University,

®1 suggest St. Denedict,® sald a Benedictine Oblate, "He was a2 student
and a scholar - we will hope ‘o worship CGod out here beautifully and correctly
as S5t, Denedict would,"®

" A room for St, Patrick,® said Gene Patriclk, president of the Calvert Club,

"Arnd surely a room for St, Peter, Let us put the priest in St, Peter's room,”

"St, Paul must be next to St, Peter's,"said some one,
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"And I hope you won't forget my patron, St. Ignatius,” said Father Reinert,
"The dining room for him, Father, in grateful memory of your beautiful after dimmer
talls,"

"Thare's an wmnamed room next to St, Patrick, Shall we call it St,
Nonnatus - because we don't Imow, or would the political scientists mturelly

associate Patrick with Henry?® St., Henry won out. One room was named for St,
Joseph, St, Christopher's room is the firsi one that automobiles reach as they

enter Childerley,

But the kitchen?" Kitchen and dining room are on the first flcor of the
boys'! house, "It reclly should be named foxr lartha vho was busy about many
things," ®But ve're only haviné gentlenen saints .’4‘.n the boys! house aren't we?®
nst, Martha is on the first floor - that will be perfectly moral and correct =
we'll have no lady saints (alive or dead) upstairs in the boys? house « no
goentlemen saints upstairs in the ;irls! housc." By that time everybody was
8illy, Haming the girls' rooms was just as much fun, St, Ann's on the first
floor for a sort of motherly room thet hod an entrance all its own - good for
the housekeeper who might come and go at odd hours without disturbing the
group., St. Catherine and St. Rose, Dominican Saints - St, Madeleine Sophie,
Foundress of the Religious of the Sacred Heart., I waos a pupil of the Sacred
Heart Convent on North Street . At the Sacred Heart Convent I had learned the
trick of naming rocms for saints, St, ldonica, because from the very beginning
we hod a strong interracial sonse and St. Menica wes certainly African, (n the first
floor of St, Jean's ~ 5t, Geoige in honor of Father George Dumne, S,J,, who had done so
very much for the University st dents even before he blessed the houses -« St, Thomas
Acquinas vas glven charge of our big ~~nference rcom on the first floor of the girls?
house, One room was nanmed for Jerométs sister Elizabeth, one for my sister Thecla,
Prosently the youngest member of the group spoke up, "How about St, John the
Baptist? Is there to be a room named for him?" PAnd there are other Johns too® = and so




it heppened in an almogt ribeld mood, at nearly midnight of a very hot swmer day -
that we named St, John Raptist ~ St. John Boscoe = St, John Vianni ag patrons of
the boys! washrooms,.

in the girls’ house -~ St, Susannah was made responsible for one room, That
early Christian Mertyr was probably named for the virtuo_us lady of the Cld Testament,
vhose woodland bath mede historr. Hot many lnew the story of St, Paula, friend of
St, Jerome, who erected a hostel in Dethlehem to make pilgrims comfortable. We
named one room in the girls? house for her and another bethreom was named for
St, Bridget. They once brought a woman to St, Bridget who had been:ill for two
yesrs, When St, Bridget bathed her fect, the vwoman was cured. There :are those who
think that the lady had needed thet bath, Did St, Bridrset perform a miracle or did
she heve marvelous common sense?

And then in onc of those reckless moods of s?holars, the subjeet changed,
From twelve otelock to two A,l, those »ouny people discussed the Jesiut and the
Dominican theories of grace} What a weel-end). Gﬁilderley is like thaill Next
morning after two lpsses and 2 ver;: simple breakfast, fowrteen guests departed
and six of us were left to clcan up = amdéng them & roung University student
vhom I had met al Senn !ldgh Schoel, We talled about the week-end as we sorted
out blenkets,

"Those black and white ones for St, Dominic's room," I said, "And blue cnes
for our Lady of Perpetual Help,"

PAnd of course the papal colors, the gold and white blankets for St,
Peter's room", said this young non~catholic friend who hadcome to Childerley
because his Catholic classmte had invited hin,

"Folling, I hope you weren't shocked at the frivolous conversation about
the saints last evening. You know we think of them as members of our family as
though they and we could take & little teasing - ve were familiar with them,
but we didn't mean to be irreverent,"

*I was never so shocked in my life," he said, . "Never more beautifully
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shocked} How soon car I become a Uatholic, how soon can I be baptized?®
87t dosen't go as quickly as that,™ I snid, "It will require a lot of study.®
#1111 study, I'1l study hard®, he said, "but I vant Baptism}®
®If you do, your desire will take care of you until the water lg poured
over rour head," I said, "Did you every hear of haptism of desire? If you do
vhetever you think is right, and earnestly study vhat is right, God will take
care of you,!
s that how le takes care of thosc who dontt lnow about the Catholic religion?
People in far parts of Imdia or China? Because that was one thing that worried mel"
lis conversion story has been published elsewhere, but here be it only said
that he began instructions almost irmediately, When Father Comnerton came to the
University in October, he continued with him, RolJ_.ins‘ Christmes cards that jyear were
invitations to his Faptism, At midnight Mass he received Holy Commnion at the
Cathedral, Confirmation in the Cathedrel on Pentecost Sunday following, He wms
gradueted from the Undversity in Avgust and entered lMundelein Seminary in September 1942,
Exactly seven jears after his First Comvminion, he was deacon at Midnight Mess, His
first solemn Mass was also at the Church of St, Thoms the Apostle, His reoeption
was at De Sales Liousc, on t-:‘:ie campus,

Gratefully and graciously he comes back to Childerley whenever he can take
tire from his parochial responsibilities as assistant at St, Malachy'!s, He
will come to direct the choir or to give a lecture or a sermon or & Day of
Recollection, We love to have him come back - this brilliant young comveit =
this scholarly priest,

When Mrs, Lillie aslked me to undertake the menagement of Childerley it
seemed simple enough, for one cr two week-ends a year, That was one of Gods

a
gentle surprises} Ie didn't t{¢ll me that in less than/decede I would be at
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Childerley quite half of all my days and in spirit I would be. there all my waking
‘}wurs. I was fully occupied with teaching art and stegecraft at Semn High

~ School, I had acquired some practical experience in human relations at Senn,
as faculty sponsor for the Green andWhite Club, an intercredal, interracial
organization of Senior boys, of hirh calibre, DBut when a good Jesuit from San
Francisco ‘once asked me about my former work, he said.

#1411 your life, Johanna, Cod has been preparing you for this,®

But how little I kmeu! llow good God was not to let me realize my complete
ignorance, my utter inadequacy, lercifully and graciocusly He led me on, He
used me! There was no pattern nor plan for such a place, as Childerley, and
in reny places no hope for it, I shudder noir as I look back, only eleven
years back and I am almost overvhelmed by memories‘that are beautiful, thrill-
ing, naivel

ATl sorts of probleme beran to appear as that first summer vore on. The
grags neceded cutting, but the nursery man refused to do it.

"] can't see you spending a bundred dollars to have grass cut on a place
that you use only twice a year," he said,

We found out that laundry needs to be paid for - Mrs, Iillie had always
taken care of that, We learned that one laundry would give ys wholesale rates,
and since we lnow that our lavndry goes by weight, we buy rather small tovels
for weel~end guests, Coal = 0il - Electricity - needed to be paid, We needed
at least one telephone. We needed to estadblish credit = to have a bank account,

"letls have Life Memberships at $150,00, I'11 be the first one ," said
Ed Korwin at the Trustees'meeting, We were certainly neive, A Life Members
ship, as ve lmow now, virtuslly meang as it did with him, ocur first Life
Member, "I'll be interested in Childerloy all my life ~ I'11l help keep it going.®
I remember that Trustces! meeti;zg - no one quite knew what to say - certainly

I didn*t, After it wms over my’ dear and very wvise friend, lary Graham said,

2o



a1 should hove had some kind of a report, Johanna,®

And for the next meeting I did have one, Those reports that I have gaved
will give the Childerley atory and the Childerley problems just as we lived
through them,

T think it was at this meeting thet I brought the word that the 'rche
bishop would receive us all on Horth State Street on the evening of September 26th,
What an experience that was] After a wondérful hour, Ed, Kerwin*‘qpoke up,

#Your Excellency, if each of us were to write his request on & slip of
paper, you would find the same werd writtenon each paper, _(_:_h_amm, Will you
glve us a Chaplain?®

"You shall have a Chaplain,® answered the Archbishop.

Ten dayslater Father Joseph D, Connerton presented himself to Professor
Jerome Kerwin at the University, Father Connorton, the answer to eipghteen
vyears of prayer, was no stranger to the comrminilty, He had been assistant at
the Church of St, Thomes the Apostle which embraces the University territory
and had ingtructed and beptized a number of young intellcctuals, now members
of the Calvert Club, at the University,

% Eqward M, Kerwin, Vice Prosident of the Calvert Foundation, was one of
the founders, in 1903, of the Brownson Club=actually the first Catholie Club
at the Upiversity of Chicago., The Browngon Club having gredually lost ite in-

telleotual leadership and purpose, having no faculty sponsor, went out of
exigtence in 1922,
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A Brief History of Childerley read et the meating of the Galvert IFnupdatior of
Chicago, 18 Jenuary 1946. .

¥hen prophets thundered or psalmists sang, did they know that they were Eis
voice, His irnstrument? Did they know they were heving visiens, or were they sur-
prised into singirg or prophesying? Docan't God often surprise us? We've known
good people that Cod has called by sudden death, who would have besn too timid to
face death heppily. We've knovs breve soul: whom He lad to amazing spiritual
heirhts through & long illness. I don't think many prophets knew they vere heving
visions. T think the BHoly Spirit led them very pently, asrnd surprised them into
their vocation, '

I think the Holy Spirit has surprised cll of us who have been aossociated with
Childerley. W¥e were 21) 80 lgnorant, but we were led very gently to do what we
now know was surg risingly right,

The early story of our holy five acres wes Dr. Lillie's Christnua gift t0 me
only tiis year. A4 short sketeh of thc fatheolic story of Childerley you may have
read in the little folder,

The Protestant Lillies would have been ri uLtlly surprised, thirty years ago.
i they had bcen given the vision ef their five acres sz o cepter of upusual Cath-
olic life and inspirstioen. ilow it came to be so I'm going to try to tell you,this
evening. It is not & melodramtticstory. It wouldn't go well into a poster, it
would nevor make s headline; but it's a beeutiful story, an intensely Catholic
8t0oryY.

Dr. erd Nrs. 1illie, both named Franeis, hed a rernl Frenclacap lovs for
flowgrs a2nd fruit and enimals end treea, 1 thipk too, thev loved hie lady Poverty.
They beught some fermlsnd, that their children might know Cod's ooymtry cremtures.
They dedicated v log cabin which they found on their land, whiech had bé®y built by
the earliest settlers, 23 a chapel of S5t, Frapels, and friends anxd psichbors cate
to it, tc be morried, or to nroy. Cne of their dear fwiends was my dear friend
Ellen Starr, who, with Jape Addams, founded Hull llouse. Mrs. Lillie was studying
medicine ia the aecighboring of Full House, just as it was begimming to funetiom.
Ellen and Y¥xs, Lillic¢ heemme grest fricnds. They were both eager, éymamic, un-
afreid. Together they picketed for the strikipgg garment workers ip 1915. They
spent Lany woek ends in the oountry, preying together in the log cably ehepel of
St, Frencis, which thev equipred with sltar and Catholie holy things. for Eplace~
Teliuo Maos. "Together they recited tve “dvice OfTice i~ the Mppquess of Pute's
English transletion. They argued epd rerd and talked and Tipslly preyed themse.ves

and each other into the fatholic Chuweh irn 1928. Shortly after thet I mat Byrw: — - -

1311Te, of courac through Ellen Starr,

Fresently. in camplete epd merciful jgnorsnce of Canon law, Nra. Lillie built
hereelf un exquisite and simple brick chepel, 83 2 kind of hermisege. The altsar
was broygnt ik fwear the log cabim. Momsigner Shannop geve her an cltar stone.

In the srring of 1929 oup good 0ld friepd, Fatheyr Bruasesu of Moptreal, came

to epend a long comwalesecmee with us. The Chicago Calvert 0Olub, made up mostly = § 3

of Catholic sybseribers to "The Commonwenl®, vas ip full swipg, and Mrs, lillie
&nd Ellen Sterr, and Dr, Kerwin, and Judge McGoorty, and the Dopiate all met
there -« apd, of course, our guest, Father Brosseau. So when ¥ra. Lille ssked
bhim to say Mass #ev her in her little chupel, he, havipg permisaior ‘to say Mase
in the diocess of onures, conssnted. On April 28, 1929, then, we all trecked out
to Childerley for our first but, se we letcr lemrned, udamuthorized mpd upcamonicei
Childerley Muas!

-
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By this time, Dr. Ferwints efforts et gulctly ~crralling this Cotholic stu-
dent end thzt onc were crystallizing into c cempus Cotholic ¢iub. It couldn't be
a Newrman Club teceouse their was no chaplain, tut it couléd function under the pro-
tection ernd cs . sort of younger brother of the Cr:l1Vvept Club

Then Dr. 'erwin thought sbout & weck end for thrae students -- sanething like
the Dartimouth tredition of camradchip of student &nd professory btut there must te
orportunity for Sundey Mass. I reamanbereé the lovely chepel et Childerley, tnd we
acked Mrs. Liilie whether she could crrange to have us out. 1t's elmost twelve
yeers since t.enty members of the Gulvert Club drove out to Wheeling, to Childer-
ley, wWith Fethsr Arthur Kleiber, a zealous Redemptorist, himaelf a converted Jew,
Dr. Kerwin ook the boys acrose the roud, where the widows had doubled up and er-
ranged to take there In. I took the girls to Mrs. Lillie's own house., We drove in
to ¢ Wheeling hotel for meals {there was no ges or tire shortege in 193%). We hed
"af-s in the lovely brick chaprl. We had discussions end lectures and questiomings

core of cnvrrens onss cenes. One of the firla who atterded 1t <aid to =r,
arr =P rmyrd, rTtey ahe vad bBreorme o lady of the rsil, I nevep inew | wev @
atholic until 1 #ent out to Chilleric;.”

Terelve years agol Very gently the Holy Spirit had led.us. Mercifully ig-
norant uwere v kopt ~f subsequent developments and reSponsibilitieS. No vision
had we of whrt would grow out of that first comradly Catholic week end at Childer-
leyo

e tried to rrpcut the experiment, some momths leter. The young people were
enthusiestic. A pricet promised to po out with ue but he suddenly phoned that
somcthing unforseen would prevent his going, so of coursc it wes called off, This
happened zgain and ceain for three barren yeurs, until our good Dominjcen friend
the great philosopher, Fethor Sparks, ceme out with us in Mey, 1957. Do you all
know that thrre &3 & Cominican Third Order chiapter et the University, of which
Dr. Kerwin is the prior?

Other order priests cane after that; their superiors took the responsibilitys

Yether Arthur Kelly, 5.J.. in November 1937. Father Jimmie Meyor, the Frap:iscan,
in MB.V. 1938q

Thet was & wonderful week-cnd, our third one. I ctn remember Father Jemes
Maguire, the Viatorien, arpuing, debating, with Arthur Budens. We were all under
the bir trec, sitting spellbound, from two o'clock untd) aiX, on a May efternocon,
gr thea dizeusged the Cztholie Church, Labor, and Couruniam, ¥r. Budens spoke
YETY Fréciously o COurat futcsi1ein an® “amrad Hoessvedt, Waldemaor Gurlid. ses
there und ~-~ *720 problem ehideren, Winsvon Ashae, wnd Leo Shieldr, Winston wsus
B pagan poet, Lo, a fu.lelL way Cathiolic -- rebid Comrunists both, Winston. .-
@ yeur or two, will say & Dominican Mass for his and our dear friend lec, who
care back to the Church, became & devoted servant of our lLady, and gave his life
for hie country in France, two years ago -~- our first Calvert Club martyr.

Fram that time on we trecked out to Childerley in Mey and in November. Cour-
ageous priests studying st the Univercity came out with us: ¥ather George Dunne,
S.J., &5d Ether Rigney, S.V.D, Fether Mengan, a great Redemptorist scripture
sciiolar, Tic to uB again ©nd egaine

In the reen time the Crene Fund for Widows and Children was becoming more
than Mre. Lillic hersclf could direct. She wasn't growing younger, she had had e
terrific illness, and her jood friendz. the Forts, hed died. There were sore in-
dications that the widows would like to live near their fricends, some indicetions
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thet in a manlcss settlement there viould be no hope of morrying egein...And so it
waa planncd to use the Cranc Mund by pensioning the vidows and ¢hildrcn in the
suburbs, end the speoial spot ocelled Childerley, whoerc the widows hed lived, was
sold to the Scrvitc 8isters for ¢ convalececnt hamo.

1 chell never forget that lost Mey perty at Childerley, in 1939 It ma e
very chorming cort of ®dencing on the groen® cffeir:~- dut we know it was the lest
once Aftcr it was over, Mrc. lillic cnd I went into the chapel togecther for proyor
tnd teeral Then che turned to me cnd sald, *This ecn’t be the cnd of it cll, can
it9* And I aidn't know vhet I wos saying when I encwercd, "No, thic ¢en't end.®

. In Octobcr of thct ycrr, 1939, Cordinel Mundcliin dicd, In November we went
out to Childerley with Fother Dunnc for ¢ day of rceollcetions Dr. Kerwin vent to
Albany, ac usucl, for the Chrictmes holiday. He hed elrosdy left vhen Mrr. 1illic
ecllecd me up, on Doccmber 22, ce. 111lic i clways onc of Godtls surprices, You
can ncver prrdiet vhat vill oceur to her next, dbut you do knor 41t +111 bc uniqQuc
end boerutiful, Mk 40 so scncitive ebout following the gentle lcrd of the Holy
pirit cod co ferrlccos Do you know whet I'm going to do with our little five
cerc plot?® ®No, Whnt arc you going to do with 1t?" P*I'm going to give f{t to
you end to Dr. Korvin. You know 0ll sbout co-cducetions you've dcrlt vith 1¢ all
your 1i¥e IR ThHe public ochools. He knows ¢ll cbout 4ts he's hod it for 16 yeers
&t the Tniversity, ond you arc ncither one of you efeid of it, so I'm giving it
to you for tix Coatholic students et the University.* Thet was onc of the most
surprising moments of my 1lifce.... I scnt Dr. Kerwin on oir meil speciel delivery
lctter. ond scid, ®We don't dore not teke on “this thrt God is giving us to cere
for, do-we? Wc cen't throw out ¢ baby left on our doorstcp, can we?* You ean
guces his cnawcr] Hc got to thinking cbout it, confcrring with students cnd
fricnds ond sisc men, end presntly there ecmc into being (this ves almost r yeor
leter) the Celvert Foundetion of Chiecgo, on Deeemder 14, 1940, ¢ corporction
which could heléd titlc to property. Then we took for these five cores the neme
Ghilderlcy, which htd dbeen rclinquished by the sistcrs when they erllcd thelr con-
veélcsoent home Addolorcta Ville, ¥We wantod the continulty of Mrs. lillic's gone
crositloss We wtnted to bo perE of tho tradition of Childerloy.

In Janucry, 1941, Archbishop Stritch wes oppointed. In Fodbrunry Dr.Xerwin
wont up to Milwnukco to ecll on him, to toll him of the Cetholic cetivities on
the cempus, There wes & grect cpidoemic of converto nt cbout that time. Thet visit
mado history. It certainly created o mor¢ grecious cttitude townrd the Midway
{they ccll Jorry Kerwin the *Popc of the Midway®). In August President Futchins
ond Jerome Yerwin dincd £t the Archbishop's residcnece T wrete to the Arehdbishop
cnd told hiz cbout Chitderluy, ¢(nd sent him some Kodek picturoa. In Novasber,
1940, he let ie bring four yvung studont mambers of the Culvert Ciub to hie home,
He wes vonderfully grricious to us, end at the ond of our visit of over an hour,
he took us into his -private chepel to pray with us,

Ry Mey, 1941, wc were recdy to formelly cccept Childerloy. Father Dunne
blessed® the buildings and ecoh room -- the Calvert Cludb and visiting priosts and
nombers of the faculty followed in proccssion singing. All the frult trees wore
in bloom -~ & glorious dey, closing with & fostive tor to which Mrs. Lillie invi-
ted all the countrysidce The civil coramony of turning over the deod was in the
H1lic’s hame. TFete Kollihor was there, es first prosidont of tho Calvert Foun-
éction, clong with Dr. and Mrs. 1illic and Dr. Kerwin and mo., Mrs. Lilldie took
the big cxm key ring, put it os 6 brecelet on hor ovmn exm, took my hend and cles-
ped 1t tight, cnd let the ring drop over on to my ame. Another surprise, and God
didn't lct me soc chend whant would comeo of it. He didn't teoll me thet in tho next
four and a hrlf yecrs thero would be ¢ kind of goamotrio progrossion or proceossion
of groups thet woulde amc to proy at Childerley ~- strange and veried groups --

&




72 of tham, so far -- no twe meetirgs alike, except in this, that every one left
Childerley stronger in faith, more apostolic, more loyal, Prery one except one:
we once hod one mAn -~ we never knew his name -- who looked around, and then left,

Childerley hes 8 strange end mystic atirection for extraordinary souls. Cer-
teinly no one comes for our simple food, cur odds and <nds of ascetic furniture,
People love to come because God ia very near, in our tiny chapel which is the heart
and soul of Childerley. Oonctimes there ore closed rctreets, sometimes sani-re-
troats or conferences., Always they erc distinctive.  Father Arthur Felley's re-
treats -- he geve us throe (and I rcally mean gaeve -- no stipend for eny of these!)
werc ag o« pricst-philosophcr, respecting the intelligonceo of his audience, Fathor
Fdword MNengen's first rctrect began with Iscieh and hie vision of hceven end ended
with the Apocclypse. When he gove us a wholc week end on Baint Poul, you should
heve seen us., like good protestants elmost, cach one of us with & Bible, a8 he reed
Seint Prul's lettoers ag though he hed just rcecived them by cir mailofrcm Corinth.

Ir Soptoamber, 19L1, the trustecs et ot the Archtéshel's residunce, ond only
thon did ¥ ¥Yerwdn formnlly ask, §n the neme of 11 of ua, for « choplein., Ton
doys lcter Father Comncrton eppetrod. ®e call bim the cnswor t0 17 yetrs of prey-
(35 oFY

Since then we've had Feithor Comnerton ct overy Celvert Club confercnce, end c¢a

& metter of frct, cll tho retivity ot Childerley ic now undex his officicl super-
visicn, llow thnt we heve ¢ chapladn we clso heve o woiting 1ist of pricets cnd
profcesors who com¢ o us with genorosity cnd inspirntion. *1 just love to tolk

to this crowd,® scid Fether Mengan. *It's Just such o crowd s this that Saint
Jorame hnd omong the eorly Christian patricicne of Reme.® *1 haven’'t found such
Cathoilcity onywherce in the vorld,® seid Father Iucoy of Sen Francisco only lest
aumer .

There are of course some wock cnds thot stond out prrticulerly. A bercutiful
thrill crme to us when our first Calvert Club priest, Fother Chnarles MeCoy of St.
Iouls Univercity, gove us a week ond on Aristotlc and Seint Thomes. One of our
fincst onecs was when our Profcssor Frencis MrcMahon showcd us how one splendid
Catholic looks at the world.e Onco, at All Saints timec, vc¢ had discussions on the
Chureh Militont Wy & Jesult, Pnther Cerrebine, on the Church Suffering by £ very
glfted Freonceiseon, Frther Jimmic Mcyer, who docen't think many of us neod suffex
longt; cnd Frthor Wnlter Frrrell, who wrotc the four volume *"Componion to the
e ® ,g7ve us thoe Church Triumphont. Thet vwas o grent spiritunl expericnce on n
high intclleetur) plenos (Hove you ¢ver heord Monsignor Reyrnold Hillenbrend on
the Mees? W hrve nacrd hirm -+ Thilds rley severel tir-s,’

Put Childenrley is .ike shnte It's ¢ holy place, erlm, meditrtive, inspiring.
There nre rlmest no rules, but A subtle scnsc of Cotholic decorum is felt. Thore
1s e strong scnsc of liturgy, of living thc lifc of the Church according to the
season nrndvscint's dey. At Childerley we teke on netive part in the diclog or
sung 1’£ss8, We lenrn sancthing of the Divine Office et ¥Fridry end Snturdey Complinc
end Sundery Vespers. Even our Childerlcy gnitics take the form of hrgioquesta,
cheredos, or very simple dromctic skits bascd on the ¢hurch crlonder of thet week
end, for which there is atundent source meatericl in our librory.

For the most part the conferences nre monngod by ond held for the Calvert
Club of the University of Chicegol tut out of the 2zecl gencrated there eparks of
the divine fire have caught the frgots others hove brought. Calvert Club girls
beeceme interested in thedr doarker brothren et Bessed Martin center ond ot Frieng-
ship Housc, and groups of them hnve come out to Childerley ~- sometimes with the
Celvert Clul, somctines by themselves. When Monsignor Hillenbrond, who had so of -
ten inspired us, ocsked us to cxpnnd and adopt ©s our specinl chaxges the high
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school boys in Cotholic ection,could we refusc? Our own spiritual lifc is 80 ine-
wenscly enrichied by these other contactes I wish I could shere with you the poi~
gnent stations of the Cross, composed by individurl workers of Friendship Housc,
black and whito. I wish you could feol the absolute gillence of high echool Yo ys
es they wosh their dishos or drink their nid-afternoon cokes in silonco. I wish
you could sce thc chapel after they have hed r conference, the chairs left in o
sort of semicircle about the eltor, m8 though they cnd Our Loxd had just had a
bull session! They are wonderful when they sit under . trec saying the rosery in
coummon, just beforc evening dinner. (Do you know thet ninetcen boys cen drink
sixtcepn quarts of milk at one monl?) I wish I could tell you how many converte
hove found thcir way into thc Church over the Childerlcy threshold. These statis-
ties crc herd to campilec., Onc fallen-awey Catholic Joincd his bride ~t the holy
tablo, when she medo her first Cammunion on the norming of their wedding in our
cheipels The first Negro saainnricn at Myndelein is o brillient young fellor who
nuvir spoke to & pricst until he came %o Childericy conforonce. He began in-
stracticovr o dirt-dy after £t. There hrve betn nnt cthrras ™vo Celvert girle
buer: ¢ Lndicg A the Grrils Wo hrvr holf o dozer Woys 11 ~long In sadneries,
Orc fine psychictrist convert hns becane ¢ Treppist. T mentioncd Fether MeCoy, &
sceul: r pricst,. o greet scholar,

ALd so the story goes., Unwilling to give up their Crlvert associctions at
grodus.tion, the university students have formed a Colvert Alumni Club. Onee o

Quartcr they go out to Childerley. Once & quarter, too, the Celvert Club on cem-
pus goes out.

But olmost s often as thet cone the Cntholic Action groups, in which Monsig-
nor Hillenbmnd 1s so intorcsted. I once eelled Childerlcy his gucest houset

We hed o group of Blessed Martin.girls of high school rge et Thanksgiving
time to discuss voccotions. Mory Widmen, the hord resident, spoke of epostolic wo-
men in the world, Tvo reccntly norried womon discusscd preperation for metrimony
and two very Hiack Negro nuns itnlked to thu about the religious vocation. In our
procossion thet Sundey, when we soleanly carried the Blessced Brermmient to Addolora-
ta Villa, our Daminieen Frther Lux, all in vhite, was lLmmacdietcly preceded by the

two Wack nuns cerrying the hurricenc lights. I know God loved thet color combi-
netion!

Young Husinces vomen in Cethelic Action core cut once n yeer -- such orderly
mindcd, cnthusiestic, dyncmic cpostlesl Onece ¢ yerr 40 or 50 enthusirstic young
pricsts cor out to discuss their yerr's progrem for Nrtholice Action. I wish you
oould s cur cherel Armagnd T thelli gnns cusnions, srng ahrirs, scven cltors
set U, . stl, .uv.o bousds ar id rercss ironing butrds, the chepel eflase €8 seven
pricets ot oncc celebrrted & Nortyr's moss or ¢ Mees of the Holy Spirit. Red is
scmehow: the 1wost approprinto Childerloy Mess colorg wo know that the Holy- Spirit
has becxn locding us with the fire of Divine love. Hov oftcn wo hevo preyed the
Pentcecost sequencos Light iimortal, Light divine, visit Thou thesc hecrts of thine,
And our immoat Weing fill. When things ge wrong, tnd thiy socmetimes do, we proy:

Thou of ¢ll consolers beat, Visiting the troubled brenst...
end jlcel our wounds, our strength rencw; On our dryncss pour thy dew.

Sonetines things do go wronge. Wo hove come to know that our dlessings come
samctinos well disguised. A broken boller, ¢ bolking rutauntic hoating device, eand
resultont ruined redietors, o torncdo that tecrs up fruit trees end tokes shinglee
off o roof, the discovery of our unorshodoxy (winich Cordinsl Stritch so graciously
correeted vhon he docunentarily csteblished us as & scui-publie oretory)s, We hod
rationing protdeciis, vicintennnce £nd lebor problens, Those cre things we hed to
lerrn rhout, We hed to loern Liow to fucd fifty boys, or girls, or priests, cnd
the figures are very different (no pun intendod -~ the netheancticnl figures). I
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didn't know how or vihethar to store woolen blankets for a swmer or a winter hos-
tel, how te gat 1r4d of rats and atarlings, nor how tc prure fruit trees. 1 learned
that fran our Cuban apostle, lorenzo, who always arganizes a forestry crow when he
cames out. We had to learn about laundry of bed linens and altar linens, shbout
liturgy and orthodoxy and canon law, We had to clarify our convintions on rece,
eread and color. We had to learn to meintein an atmosphere of spiritual and in-
tellectusl joy. of friendliness without familiarity.

And thet is our Childerley, a quiet, not easily accessible five acres, for
the Catholic students of a great University under the spiritual direction of Fa-
ther Connerton, under the temporal reasponaibility of ourselves, When other than
Wniversity of Chicego groups cane out, with Mather Connerton's permission, they
pay, If thsy can, % asuwall hostrl fae, over and above their food and service bille,

ny people were skeptical and unfrienf ly when we firet went out. It seemed
extravagant to fix 1t up end maintain it ell for uee twice & year, Ymt you see that
now @e po out atout twenty times a year. The ncighborhood of Childerley was quite
un- if arnti-Cotholic befor¢s I think that has all changed. °®I thought it
¢ouldntt suceced,” seld one wise old pricst, *but you have proved me wrong.® And
®0 we hove 6 holy place, simple, austere, blessed by hundreds of masses and con-
versions. It belongs to us of the Celvert Foundotion, wmho hold it for God -~- &
.ropository of special grace.

¢ know you erc a Catholic and that other intellectuals are Catholic, toog
to talk of God at case end find Him more Iintercating than the weather or e saon~
dal; to havs. the opportunity of asking qucstions too long or too involved for a
confessional; to obtserve the great Seturday silcnce and to walk chenting with our
loxrd in our sclemn procossion of the Blesscd Sacroment, is to roceive an indelidle
mark, not unlike an eighth sacremcnt. I wish I could quote oven & Jew, of the
tritutes that come to us after ecch weok end, but we'd sound like patent medicine

publicity. YComirg bvack from Childerley is like coming down from Mt. Tabor.* said '

one gusstse *The Celvert Club without Childorley is like Heaven without God,*
wrote one led fram the south seas.

Onc of the. nicest surprises thtat God reserved for the Cslvert Foundation s
the joy we heve uxpuricnced in caming to kmow vach other, in working out our prob-
lama end suffuring througa them togethers When the rodietors broke on Christmas
've I oSGl U Swae YNEST we hive it botitame Moyl wltll g wp fram hore.®
TTautne 20" Buil Llm, "we s only heviag prowing peine.®  Things scomed g terrd-
ble thrt duy, Hut we know it will prove ¢ Wossing. I could only prey. "lord,
Cailderley ia for youe Childerlcy 1s yours. If you went it, you will take care

of 1t. Thenk you,lord, for letting us help you . Waot would you have us do next??

When St. John wantcd to come eloser to Our Iord., he szid to Him, "Master,
whore dwellcst Thou?®™ And Our Lord scid, *Come and gee.” Andffor Qur lord, I
say to you who would know Chil derley ond God's dwelling there, *Come ¢nd soe.”

W# .
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GENTLE GENEROS

Ever so many gracious surprises kept coming up, I don't know just when
Mra, 111lie found gome unused linen shcets from her iresseau in an old trunlk,

"ave you any use for these?" ghe asgked,

"We t‘za.n make altar cloths and albs from them - and small altar linens from
geraps thet will be left," For that use surely these linen sheets had never been
intended, On another occasion she found some becautifully brocaded silk which
had been brought to her from China and had lain uwncounted years in an old trunk,
That wes made into a beautiful red vesiment for De Sales Fousge hy some of the
students, in the summer of 1942, It was used for the first lVass on St, Apolinaris
day, It is still the nicest one fer Martyrs and the Holy Ghost, Dr, Iillie wag
usuelly very quiet, "While you and Frances are telking chure!: things," btut he was
keenly interested, Cne day he came to me with a flat ul:ite -ackage.

"Everybody is giving vou something for 'Ghilderley," he said as he handed
ne the package, "Could you, perhaps usethis for gemething? iy family gave
it to me for an evening scarf{, but it's much too long and Yoo elegant for me
to wear,?

I accepted it gratefilly and hopeﬁﬂ.].\y, wondering how I could use it,

Then one Sunday it drizzled dvring our procession of returning the Blessed
Sacrament, and some one held a derk blue umbrella over Father Conmerton amd
Our Lord, Then it came to me = we needed an umbrellino and Dr, Lilliet's white
scarf vould make it, I had priced one at church goods storcs sometime bei-'ore
and found the prices staggering, from $80,00 to $120,00{

"But we are taking no orders now," they said, It wes during war time,

So I looked into the red telephone book and found a repeir man not too
ar from our home, Perhaps he would cover an old umbrella frame ofmine with
white silk, to hold over Qur dear Lord in procession, I thought I would try

him out first, on recovering & purely secular one, for me,




I found his crowded cluttered liittle shop. I found a great huge m=, with
a kindly face behind the counter, He did a bemwtiful job covering my ald umbrella,
and so with confidence and hope I esked him about doing the white silk one,

"F?r wly you want wiite silk? You want maybe some stripes or flowers?
Yot all whitel®

"o, I want this umbrella covered with all white, no colors, This is for
a church, a relirious umbrella,"

"What kind of church you want dtis for??

"For a Catholic church, for a procession of the licly Sacrament,®

His foce lighted up uith.2 great smile, (He had heautiful teeth),

"You ¥mow I come from Italy; I'm Cetlie] T lmow tbout such t'ings. HNo,

I won't cover your ol' frare, I {ind nice f{rame somewhere, bhis one, I paint

all sticks wit! gold paint, yes? Oh, I make you {ine wmbrella for procession,
you will see! Dut not s:ch & round hondle, Long siraight handle, I find vou
onel”

"Good, I'1l trust you, But where do you come from in Italys?®m

"Bari, I come from Dori,®

#Ch, St, Hicholas of Bari,®

"Wiat you know ‘bout St, Nicholas?™

"I Jmow his feast is December 6th,"

"ot in Bari] We celebrate 1or-- 5th, in sumrer time. W'en we get all
kinds vistors and peligrinni, We got a fine weell! Evorybody vear Sund,z;y
clothes all week, We carry St. llick on de shounlders, We take him to de sea,
We toke him to de ol' town, to ol! Bari, We tale him t¢ de new town, We have
bend on dis cormer, on dat corner, And money! De people t'row all kinds money,
and jewels, you should see! Six hundred t'ousend 1i e come in one week}"

lle grew radiant, then wistful = then proudly reminscent of his child-
hood and early manhocd,




Y¥ou know, one time everybody starving in Bari, No crops at all, Den
ol! man, big beard, he go over to Turkey - not so far, Turkey to Bari, He
find big business ren in Turkey and he say. ™Yy people got notling to eat, I
went buy all vour wteat, I no sot de mon; I got big di'm! - nobody can tell
value dis di'n'} You take my di'm', you send me de wleat?2®

"Wiat your name? Maybe I come bring de wleat, maybe I collect mon' for de
aim!', yes?"

"}y name ie Nick", he say.

So big business man from Turkey bring over de wleat hisself and he bring
de di'm! and he say:

"Where is liick? I zuess I get mon! and give back dis di'm? to Mick,"

ick?® doy say. PEvery house in Bari got one Nick] You go lkmock on all
de deors ond ask for ilick, and see if you find dis ol man,®

So he knock on all doors in Bari, No Nick had give dis di'm!, So day
laugh and say, '"Well, we gol one more MNick, Hel!s in de church, You o see if
ig his di'mt ®

S0 big business man from Turkey go to church and see big stat e of St,
liick on de altar and he say "De e is my friend] IHe got all kinds jewels} My
God, see his ring! Big di'm' pgone from St, Mick?s ring! Must be St, Nick
come to Turkey to buy de wteat from mej WNo, St, Hick, here is your di™m?}
You work dis miracle on me? I no want you di'm'! I want no money for de
wleatl+ You take beck dis di'm! for your ringi®

And vasn't that a lovely story to hecr from the umbrella man over his
counter, in a crowded shop on Clark Street?

But I wanted to follow up my white church umbrella, so I phomed about it,

"Is not finishedyet,™ he said, ™My Jewish friend has patterns for all
kinds umbrellas, He got Jewish holidays, T'ree days he don't work, i}




A Jew cuts pleces for a Catholic umbrella man?" I asked, in amazement.
"Yes, aint dat nice? We all get more united dat way; Cattlicks - Jews =

Gentiles, We all work togedder for pood, Aint't date nice?®




A Jitt]le flower of St, Francig
. s oTCcently discovered and
gent to Dr, Iillie for his
birthday June 27, 1940 and
for their Weddins Day, Jume,
29th,

Almogt three score and ten years ago there was portentous exciterent in
lleaven, as though a new and wonderful creating was imminent.

“Come here, Brother Francis®, said the Lord God,

"I an about to bestow vpon you a beavtifvl responsibility, and one quite
to vour likng, I mean tc send to earth two souls whom I have c‘.estine‘d for
great accomplishments and rreat joys, I want you to have special care of them,.
Give them your name ond bring them together, I shall.give them yowr qualities,
great and warm hearts, and love for all my creatures, even as you had it, It
will cvlmunate as yours could not, Francis, in their love for each other, for
the children that I shall give them, for those vhom they will take to their
hearts, They will stvdy animals and flovers and all things that grow upon the
earth or under it, even te the depths of all the ceas and waters, because of
their great love, And tl-eir knowledge and their love will they share, and ime
part to their children, ond to all those who will look to them for inspiration,

"You will walk with them, Francis, in the paths of kindness, generosity,
helpfulness, You will show them the folly of idle riches. You will show them
the beauty of simpliecity. lore and more will you reveal to them the secret
and hidden beauties cf My Universe,

"We will watch over them together, Francis, you and I, And after they
have taught thelr disciples by precept, and even as you did, by example, how
to really live, will you lead them to ons of our loveliest mansions on this
far shore, Birds will sing for them, wolves will weit about their door for
caresses, and all living things that play hide and seek in deep waters will
come to the surface and gurgle a welcome for them,

"Promise these things to them, Francis in My name,




*But tell them they rmst show the world how there can be peace and serene
living before We call them home, A hundred ;rears isa little time as We reckon
it, Bid them wait a hundred years Francis - but on each birthday give them Our
Benediction, promise them Our Welcome',

"Oh Heavenly Father, I thank Thee, thot Thou hast found the lowliest of

They servants vorthy for this sweet task", answered Brether Francis,




249
Lwmn Christi
Father John Beckman, S,J,

250
Calvert Club
Father James C., Duckley, C.3.C.

201

lHortiwestern University Newman Club
Father Frank Oppenhieim, S.d,

like De Bella

252

Horthern Illinois University, De Kalh
Father Reymond ¢. FNogar, O,P.,

TFather 11, V, lcGimn

023

T.0.P, St, Thomas of Chicago Chapter,
(Uo of cc)

Father Jordan Aumann, O.P.

204

Christo-Fhile

Jan Netron

Father Eugene Faucher

6656

loyola University School of Social
Work

Father Paul Woelfl,S,J,, of John
Carroll lmiversity, Cleveland, Ohio

256

Y.C.W. Full Time Workers
(ational Federation)
Vonsignor Reynold liillenbrand

557

A

Lourdeg iiigh School

Father Thomns Daker, C.S,C.,
Sister Virgiosa

223
Friendghip Houpe

ther Eric Lies, C.S.5,, from
St. leinred Archabbey, iIndians

Retreat

Retreat

Retreat

Retreat

Betreat

Retreat

Retreat

Retreat,

Retreat

Retreat

Cetober 723-25, 1C39
Cet, 30-ilov, 1, 1959

November 6-8, 1959
Hovember 13-15, 1959
tovenber 20=-22, 1959
Hovember 27-29, 1959

Decenber L~, 1959

Jemuary 15-18, 1960
Jemuary 22-2, 1960

January 29-31, 1950



228
Joliet, C.F.l.

Mahers., Rewy Chester Nowickd, 'S.V,D,

222

Fiat

Father John Cardiff,
Stephanie Dolydcheck,

240
Korean Siudents
Father James T, Mapermans ,

A
loyola Graduate Students

Sodality, Father Frank Holland, S.J,.

42
Friendship louse
lonsignor Daniel Cantwell,

I

Thomas More Assoclation,
Dom Hubert Van Zeller,
OOSQB.’ DOWnSide Abbe:f’
England,

r

St, Andrevw’s Y,C.W,
Father John Fahey.

f-;!

Catholic Council on Working
Life, Fonsignor Daniel
Cantwell,

546

Benedictine Oblates, (Father
Lambert!s group) Childerley
Staff, etec, Father Robert
O'KeeTe, CoS.Me

g

C.F,.l,, George & Jane St, Peter,
Fond du lac, Wiscongin, Father
F‘I’ancm L. Filﬂs, S.J.

[d

Staff and St, Andrew's Y,C.W,,
Father Edward PBorkowski, S,V.D,

Retreat

Conference

Retreat

Study
Weekend

Short
Retreat

Retreat

Digcusgion

Retreat

Work
Weekend

-'l' .

July 2426, 1959

July 21 ~ August 2, 1959

August 7-9, 1959

Avgust 1/4-16, 1959

August 21-23, 1959

September 12-13, 1959

September 18-20, 1959

September 25-27, 1959

October 2-4, 1959

October 9-11, 1959

October 16-18, 1959




HOTICE « In the first part of this Chronology an error was made in numbering the
weekends, At one point four (4) numbers were skipped, This mistake was just discovered
and it seemed best to start this page by giving the following retreats their true number,
The entries that follow are correctly numbered,

228
Iuamen Christi _ Betreat April 10-12, 1959
Father Xavier Carroll, C.F,M,

1]

%vert Club and I1.I,T, Retreat April 24-26, 1959
Father William Connelly, S.J,,

also Bishop David of Vellore,

S, India,

229
DeRalb University Faculty

Father John Thomas Eonee, O,P, Retreat May 8-10, 1959
221

Wright Junior College Retreat May 15-17, 1959
Father William Connelly, S.J. .

532

Staff andl St, Andrew's Y.C.W, Work June 5=7, 1959
membersy ¥ather John Bukovsky, Weekend

(at T of C) S,V.D,, Father Patrick
Fincutter, S.V,D,

222
*Epheta™ for the deaf, Father Retrea June 12-14 1959
Ihvid Walsh, C.Ses8.R,

I

Joliet C,F. M, Retreat June 19=21, 1959
Father David Petrick Ephroymsen,
Joan Buck (Mrs, George Buck),

222

International Students Retreat June 26-28, 1959
Monsignor Daniel Cantwell

5% |

Capt, Walter Doniat Brawm, U,S, Fapily June 12 = July 6,
Army and Family, Hospitality (exclusive of three
Father Joseph J, Fertal, S,V.D, Doniate-Braun weekends }

222

Friendship House Study July 10-12, 1959
Mongignor Daniel. Cantwell and Weokend

many other priests,

e




DXIII

YCW Full Time Workers
lionsignor Reynold
Hillenbrand

The Tiskus Family

DXXIV
loyola Sodality
Father Denald layes, S.J.

DXXV

Loyola University

Social Service Department
Father Louis Scheller, S.J.,
Dean of School of Social Work,
St. Louis University

DXXVI

Chicago Group «~ C,F.l
liongignor John Egan
Betty and Jim Sullivan

DXXVII

International Catholic Awdiliaries
Virginia Leary, Head of Training
School, Father John I, Cardiff,
Chaplain of Auxdliaries, Bishop
Raymond 1iillinger, llonsignor O'Day.

DIXVIII

Medical Students

University of Illinois (and
others from the ledical Center)
I'onsignor John Egan,

DXXIX

Young Aduvlts Club

Imnaculate Conception Parish
Father Charles J,D. Corcoran, O,P,

DXXX

Newman Alurmi Club and Newman
Club of Horthwestern University,
Father Cornelius Hagerty, C.S,C,
liotre Dame University,

DXXXI

Co~ordinating Group

{The Crowleys) Monsignor Reynold
Hillenbrand, Father Rudolph
Bicrberg, C,B.P,S,, St, Joseph!s
College, Rensselaer College,

Retreat

Retreat

Information
Weck end

Retreat

Retreat

Falm Sunday

Jarmary 2-5,

Jammry 16-18,

Jan. 30‘-31, Feb. 1’

Fe brua_ry 13-15,

February 20-22,

1959

1959

1959

1959

1959

February 27-28,
March 1, 1959

March 6-8,

March 13-15,

1959

1959

March 20~22, 1959

Apr il 2—4’

1959




National Puil-timers Group-Y,.C.¥,
Msgr. Reynold Hillenbrand

Staf?
Father Ronald Jaeckels, 8.V.D,

Y.C.S., 8t. Patrick's High Bchool
Brother Norman, Brother Peter,
Brother Raphael

Father Pat O'Malley of Maryville

Calvert Club

Father Alcuin Deck, 0.5.B.
Marwion Abbey, Aurora, Iilinois
Father Thoamas McDonough

Alpha Phi Omega of
Marquette University
Father H.¥. Conway, 0.P,

Ariington Heights, C.F.M,
Father Lawrence Keliy
Chapiain of Y.C.VW,

Luaen Christi
Yather Johu Francis Jacaobs, 0O.P,
Father Peter Dunne, Chaplain

Joliet and Arlington Heights, C.F.M,

Father Gerald Weber

Lumen Christi & Frank Staab

Father Peter Dunne of St. Celestine's
Father Ronald Jeseckels, 3.V.D. (Mass)

- 56 -

Rotreat

Work Weekend

Retreat

Retreat

Retresat

Evenix_;g_ of
Recollection

Retreat

Retreat

Work Weekend

January 6-8, 1981
(4 fuil days)

January 20~-22, 1941

February 3-6, 1961

Pebruary 10~-12, 1941

FPebruary 17-19, 1961

February 24, 1961

March 3-8, 1961

March 10,-12, 1981

March 17-19, 1961



Internationsl Catholic AMuxilirries
Father Yu. sSchenik, C.P.P.5.

from Peru, south Amsrics

Bishop Baymond ¥, Hillinger

Alphs Phi amega, darquette Univeraiiy
W lwaukce, Wisconain
father Houry ¥. Oohoan, O,F,

CL,FP.u,
Father Dennls Geaney, 0,.3.A.

lumen Chrinti
Father Patrick Crioeedn, 5.J.

7.C.W. Boys
Fathwer Thomas R. Seitz,
ver Grove, Illincis

Joliet, C.F.HK.
Father Quinlin Fullawm, O,F.M,
Joliet, Illinols

Northwestor University Newoan
Club and Newuan Alumni
Pathar Robert L. Nugent, C,S5.P,

viright Juntior College lfewman Club
sod U. of I, iedics
Fatker John Folice, 5.J.

Calvert Club, U. of C.
Fatber Prederick Sucher, C.P.

Misaioan Yeb, 5-7, 180
Iniornetion

Retroat Fob. 18=21, 1930
Retresat Feb, 3=-28, 1060
Retreat March 4-3, 1960
Rotreat March 11-13, 1860
2etreat Marchk 18~-20, 1980
Retreat April 1-3, 1960
Retreat April 8-10, 1960
Retreat April 28 - Nay 1, 1686

{(Father Dunstean Morrizsey, 0,3.B. from &t. Beda's, Calvert Alumnus, says his

fdret Childerley Mabs.)

C.F.4. Couples
Fathor ¥alter Imbiorskt

Coron. mupl.l
Father ﬂ.ll)m mtmm. O-SQBQ
ot. Melnrad, Indiana

Lueon Christl and Childerley Steff

-53~

Retrest May 20-33, 1960
Ratreat My 27-89, 1060

¥ork Weekend June 3-8, 16860




Ephpheta
Father David walsh, C.5.5.R.

Married Couples, University of Chicago
Alumni, Adult Education, etec,.,
Father Daniel Lupton

Chiiderley Staff and Gthers

Friendship Bouse

Calvert Foundation Meeting (smali
group), with Pat Crowiey's friends

to discuys Father Dowliug, S5.J.Memorial.

Joliet C.F .M, and staft
Father August Freitag, S.V.D.

Korean Student Association
Father James Magerwans frow Taiwan

icyola Graduate Sodmlity

Friendship House
Megr baniel Cantwel and Others

¥ary snd Joseph Circile
Sponsor John Kelly. All
handiceppad or aged people

-53-

Retreat for

the Doaf

Retreat

Work Weekend

Studz
wiekend

worx
Weekend

Convention

Retreat

Studx
Weaxend

On Filgrimage

June 10-12, 1960

June 17-19, 1660

July 8-10, 1860

July 16-18, 1860

July 22-24, 1880

August 5-7, 1980

August 12-k4, 1960

August 19-21, 1860

August 20, only



Chinese Students
Fathor Jeaeos Magermans oi Talwan

Thomas More Aczgociation
Father Raymond Bosler of
Indionapuiis, Promoter: Dan Herr

Lumen Chriati
Father Barry Rankin, C.P.

Pon du Lac C.F.M.
Father Josepn Loftue, $.J.

3t. Andrew's Y ,.C,¥,
Father Charles Cagney, &£.J.

Calvert Club
Father Thowas McDonough

Catholic Students st secular university

COF.HI
Father Raymond J. Nogar, 0.0,

Fother Aelerd Buchman, 0. Cist., Guest

Northern 1llinoils University
Newnan Club

Father Hugh McGinn

Father Alcuin Deck. {0,5.8B,
Marmion Abbey, Aurora, Illinois

Latin Amarican Group of Papal
Volunteers for Catholic Action
Father Lawrence Wagner, 3,V.D.
George Bullivan

Megr. Reynoid Hillenbrand, Sponsor

Convention

Conference &
Rlecollection

Retreat

Rotreat

Retreat

Conference

Retreat

Retreat

August 26-24, 1960

September 10-11, 1260

September 16-18-1960

October 7-18, 1860

Octeober 14-16, 1860

November 4-6, 1360

Moveuwber 11-13, 1960

December 2-4, 1960

Discussion and December 12-14, 1960

appralual of
experiences
after ten
waek trip.

Also Pat Keegan of London, England, Auspices of U.3,
Young Christian Workers,

——54-m

Full-timers.




A Child’s Litany

In memary of on old German pronfocther whom Jane
Addems wsed 10 wke for little rides in the yicinity of
Htall Bowse, and wha used €0 len forwari and ey ann
wn sueed Jelight av they possed ltele Julivem, ** Ach Gotr?™

Unworldly grandmothers, who love us and who love to think of Thee,
d Give us, plaase Gel,

Parents who are guardians of our ncighhors’ children,

d Giv s, please Gol.

Brothers and sisters who are friendly to our neighbors’ children,

{d Givc us, please Gold.

Aunts and uncles who are kind to our neighbors’ chilctren,

{ Gire us, plaasc Ged.

Neighbors who watch over children,
{d Gire us, please Gel.

Villages and village greens for all children,
d Give us, please God. '

Fathers and mothers who unite in making our environment, and who
arc not scparated in it, {d Gire us, please God.

Union hours to insure time for our fathers’ care,
A Giie us, please Gel.

Safe work and pleasant industrial rclations to guard the life and
personality of our fathers,  ( Give us, pleasc God.

A home adequate for the physical and spiritual life of our mothers,
{ Give us, pleasc God.

A home that is a home physically and spiritually for neighbors who
need it, ' {d Give us, pleasc Gol.

Schools to teach us about our country and how to live in it with
friendlincss, d Give us, plise Gal.

Plenty of work and responsibility according to our scrength,
d Gire us, plaase Gol.

Frawes C. Lillie, 1945
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CHILDERLEY

In 1941 the late Me. and Mrs. Frank R. Lillie gave their
former country home Childerley to the Calvert Foundation
of Chicago for a co-educational retreat center for Catholic

stidents and alumni of the Liniversity of Chicapo.

For twenty years the Calvert Foundation has maintained
Childerley for the spiritual and intellectual development of
the six hundred or more Catholic groups that have met out
there; all under the general supervision of the Catholic Chap-
fains of the University, appointed by the Cardinal Archbishop
of Chicapo.

The Calvert Foundation of Chicago is not endowed.

Childerley is about two miles northwest of Wheeling, 1linois.
Take Dundce Road (68) to McHenry Road (83), then north-west
14 mile to Childerley.
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By Ronprn O'KLEre, O8.M,
N b LAY-FOLKS" RETREAT * On u secent Friday mht. 1 car dlriven by one of

. tl.u- stalf anembers of the setieat bouse pulled np i Bt of one Monastery to

pick op a somewhat rebictant retreatmaster, wnd headed for the ooy, After

. hacktracking 10 Loyokn University to pick up two more e treat-hanne stadents,

wer were oint our way to Childerly, a ten-acre Lane near Wheeling, Blinois, ownesd

and operated by Ty people sulily for the purpase of peovicing setreats lor Ly
prople, The setting is mstic, bul not primitive.

APPLES AND ATMOSPHERE » An okl apple archard provides an appropri-
ately moral backdeop for two sturdy three story bouses and 1 small 1 bk
chapel. Together the orchard, the acres, the hanses, and the chaped add up to an
ideal plice for work, prayer and rest. Aovihing that smacks of the iustitutional
. is happily missing. Happily no one thought of entting down the trees to baill
larger, newer, more elegant faclities, even i the resomrees were avaslable, A
always, poverty was the best friend of the spirit.

FOUNDED BY LAY PEOPLE ¢ Not a religfons order, but a gronp of Livinea
fram the University of Chicago, under the leadership of Prolessor Jorome hervan
fonnded the retreat house at Chiklerly, at the invitgation and encourazianent

- AMes. Frank Lillie, original owner of the propaly. Here Prolesor Kerwin gl 8
Catholie students of the University for their fitsl conferences, baek in the dopr -
sion years of the thiries. The Calvert Foundation, a Catholic student-fuliy
organization { they have nothing to da with the distiflers ol the sane wuner suli
holds title to Childerly and operates it.

INFORMAL FORMATION ¢ Of conrsc the retreat conferences are sl
given by priests, hut they are given in the informal awtmospbere of St Jean’s
house, the large living-room on the main Hoor of the women's honse, where tle-
. relreataots relax i condfortable casy chairs and even smoke it they swish, Tl day
beging with Prime, the moming prayer of the chureh, recited in English, and
then dialogue or song Mass starts the spivitual progemm ofl in high ccac. M.
Johanma Doniat, guiding spirit of Childerly for inany years, is proad of the peemd
N of vonverts to the faith, religions vorations and vecations to the pricsthood that
have come out of Childerty. But mostly she's prouwd af the husdisds of dynamie
Catholic lavimen and women who have found spiritnal midanee and fonnation in
the truly Jay-directed and oricniated atmozphere of Chiklerly.

HOYENA NOTES, NOVEMRER &, 1959 15
SERVITE FATHERS, 3121 Wesl Jackson Boulerced, Chicoge 12
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Birds of Zur Cawnvnitby

Great Blue Horon
Mreen lisron
american Bittern
-Canada Goose

‘Mallard
Red- Tailed Hawl:.
Ring- Necked Pheasant
Killdeer
‘Spotted Sandriper
Counon Tern
Artic Tern

‘Mourning